
INNOVATIONS AWARD

COLEG POWYS, LEARNING RESOURCE SERVICE

With the aid of Cymal funding and our Regional Development Officer, Coleg Powys Learning Resource Service organised a Storytelling workshop on the Llandrindod Wells site. Working in partnership with the Childcare sector of Coleg Powys the art of Storytelling was revealed to childcare students from Newtown and Brecon at the workshop led by professional storyteller Michael Harvey.

The session included:

· How to organise and structure a storytelling session

· How to hold a storytelling session

· How to hold a bi-lingual session

· How to organise and create story sacks which can be used for storytelling

The focus of the session was to really get involved in action storytelling with exaggerated gestures and voices to engage with a young audience.  As you can see from the photographs students thoroughly enjoyed acting out the story of the Little Red Hen, both individually and in groups.   They had a fun time practicing and gaining valuable skills with students from other sites.  Quotes:  Alieshia ‘ I really enjoyed the day and learnt that stories can be fun’, Rosie ‘ I thought this was a fantastic experience.  I enjoyed participating in all the activities,’ Naomi ‘The storytelling workshop was very enjoyable I was able to discover other ways of telling stories,’ Amy ‘I enjoyed it very much and will be useful for the future.’  A group of students from Newtown entered a dvd of their storytelling for the Express Yourself competition.

During the workshop photographs were taken and a picture board created that grew throughout the day.  Both students and staff thoroughly enjoyed participating in this fun and informative day.

Samples of Storysacks were on display and following on from the training students worked towards producing their own Storysack for use in placements.  We are encouraging close sector working relationships with childcare staff and students to put their skills into practice in their local library and to encourage learning outdoors through story and play.

We are aiming to use storytelling to promote the children’s section in the Learning Resource Centres to encourage users to engage with the stories and hold a storytelling session and/or a bi-lingual storytelling session.
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