
Automatic library card for every child in Wales
· new initiative launched to raise literacy levels

Welsh libraries and primary schools are joining forces to provide every primary school child with a free library card - starting with children aged 8/9 in six local authorities - Blaenau Gwent, Flintshire, Gwynedd, Merthyr Tydfil, Powys and Swansea.

Launching the initiative in Insert Name Library today, Insert Name, said: “Over 42,000 Welsh children took part in last year’s Summer Reading Challenge which ran in 245 libraries across the country. 

“Those children that took part maintained or improved their reading levels and libraries across Wales are hoping to build on this by giving every child the opportunity to use their library to borrow books and access all the other services available to them.”

As Champion of this new initiative, Dr Rhys Jones - best known for his hit BBC series including ‘Rhys to the Rescue’ and ‘Dr Rhys Jones’s Wildlife Patrol’ said: “Libraries are such an important resource - they are a great place for children to let their imagination grow and to develop and it is vitally important that we encourage our children to read more not only to improve their literacy levels but also to help them with life skills and future opportunities.”

Year Four pupils from Insert Name Primary School will be attending the launch event and their teacher Insert Name commented: “Getting the children out of school and into the library enabling them to pick their own books and hearing them discuss their favourites is wonderful.  And if we can encourage all children to use the library it will no doubt have a beneficial effect on how they perform in the classroom too.”

This library card will allow the children to borrow books straight away and get a free goodie bag to carry their books home with them. Once proof of address is provided, they can then have access to thousands of free books as well as many more resources to help improve their school work and enhance their leisure time, including:

· FREE fiction, non-fiction, comics, graphic novels and talking books
· FREE homework help - online and in the library
· FREE e-books and e-magazines
· FREE computer use and internet access
· Clubs, games, events, activities and classes in the library
· Friendly, helpful library staff
· Somewhere safe to meet friends

This project also compliments the Welsh Government’s “Make Time to Read” campaign, just 10 minutes reading a day can make a big difference. Reading books at home will help you enjoy reading and do better at school.

For more information please visit: www.welshlibraries.org/schools
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Notes to editors
Library statistics for Wales
The latest figures from CIPFA (Chartered Institute of Public Finance and Accountancy) for public library usage in Wales in 2011-12 show that:
· Over 300 public libraries service points in Wales are open 10 hours a week or more, including mobiles
· Over 14.7 million visits were made to Welsh public libraries in 2011/12 
· The number of active borrowers is 706,464, equating to 23% of the population 
· Over 5 million books are available to borrow in Welsh public libraries and over 420,000 audio-visual items (CDs, talking books, DVDs, etc)
· Over 13.7 million books were borrowed from Welsh public libraries in 2011/12
· Over 915,000 audio-visual loans were made in 2011/12
· There are over 2800 terminals with free internet access in Welsh public libraries
· Over 1.9 million enquiries were handled by public libraries in Wales in 2011/12
· Over 2 million hours of free computer use in libraries were made by the public in 2011/12
· The busiest library in Wales in 2010/11 was Cardiff Central Library with over 579,000 total issues and over 598,000 visits.

Summer Reading Challenge in Wales 
· Over 42,000 children took part in the Summer Reading Challenge in Wales in 2013
· This is an increase of 7.7% on the participation from 2012
· 245 libraries across Wales took part 
· 25,889 children completed the challenge by reading 6 books
· Over 15,500 children attended events as part of the campaign 

Further Information 
· A report by the National Literacy Trust (December 2011) revealed that 3.9 million UK children do not even own a book
· The Chief Inspector of Estyn’s Annual Report (January 2012) showed that 40% of Welsh pupils start secondary school with a reading age of six months below their actual age, with 20% of pupils arriving at secondary school with a reading age below 9 years and six months – generally considered the age of functional literacy
· According to the Office for National Statistics’ latest figures (30 June 2010) the percentage of people aged 5-15 years old in Wales is 12.5% which equates to approximately 375,800 children 
· There are 1435 primary schools in Wales, 259,189 pupils in these schools (Academic year 2010 – 11 source: Welsh Government)
· Almost 20% of all primary school pupils are entitled to free school meals which is often used as an indicator for child poverty (Academic year 2010-11 Source: Welsh Government) 
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